Pierce County Fire Chiefs’ Association

Regular Meeting Minutes

June 3, 2004

PCFD #12 – Buckley

1. Call to Order
The June 3, 2004 meeting of the Pierce County Fire Chiefs’ Association was called to order by President Paul Webb 9:00 a.m.  Those in attendance were: Alan Predmore, Buckley FD; Kenneth Helgerson, McChord FD; John Harris, McChord FD; Dave Potter, Puyallup FD; Jeff Jensen, Tacoma FD; Paul Webb, PCFD #2; Rick Bleecker, PCFD #3; Marv Cole, PCFD #3; Eric Watson, PCFD #3; Ron Hiraki, PCFD #5; Jack Andren, PCFD #6; Doug Willis, PCFD #6; Ed Goodlet, PCFD #8; Jake Doty, PCFD #12; Gary McVay, PCFD #13; Bob Vellias, PCFD #17; Reggie Romines, PCFD #21; Dan Packer, PCFD #22; Dave Wakefield, PCFD #22; Jim Bixler, PCFD #27; Jay Wiggins, PCFD #27; Steve Bailey, PCDEM; Wayne Wienholz, PCFPB; Dic Gribbon, PSCAA; Norma Pancake, PCEMS;  Al Filmore, ARC; and Recorder Denise Menge.

2. Flag Salute
Jake Doty led the flag salute.

3. Approval of Minutes
It was moved and seconded to approve the May 6, 2004 minutes.  MOTION CARRIED.

4. Treasurer’s Report
Bob Black was not present.  Eric Watson stated Bob had not received the statement in time to prepare the Treasurer’s report for today’s meeting.

5. Correspondence
Nothing at this time.

Discuss Burn Ban due to weather conditions:  President Webb asked if we should institute a burn ban earlier since we are still in drought conditions from last year and predictions of weather conditions staying dry.  Kitsap County is starting a burn ban on June 7th.  Wayne stated we usually don’t consider a burn ban until DNR is ready to, for consistency.  Another thing to consider is the fourth of July holiday.  We need to take a serious look if we put a ban on before the fourth.  He suggests we watch this closely in the next couple of weeks.  Paul stated if anyone has any thoughts or concerns to please call himself or Wayne.  Wayne stated he will talk to Chuck Frame at DNR to see where they are at on this issue.

6.
Introductions

Paul Webb stated Jake Doty is now the Fire Chief of PCFD #12.  Also, Ed Goodlet is to be the next Fire Chief of PCFD #8, officially taking that position on July 1st.  At this time, went around the room with self introductions.

7. Guest Speaker
President Webb apologized to Wayne Wienholz and Gordon Aleshire and asked that they give their presentation following Dave Wakefield, as he had asked him to come in and give an update on reimbursement for mobilizations.

Dave Wakefield asked how many people received the letter and update from the Fire Defense Committee.  Most everybody stated they received it.  Dave stated that Section 14 was the one with the major change.  This has to do with reimbursement of incurred costs.  This issue has been on the table since the first mobilization.  The reason for the change is due to legislative pressure that would have seriously impacted and affected reimbursements if they had not been proactive in recommending the changes.  Section 14.1.5 primarily effects career departments.  In the upcoming plan they are looking at taking out the wording and language of volunteer all together.  The big issue has to do with the overtime rate.  All shifts, regardless of whether it’s an 8, 10, 12 or 24-hour shift, will receive reimbursement for the regular rate of compensation.  When the person gets assigned the agency will get reimbursed for the full amount of their regular shift.  If the agency has to backfill for that position they will receive reimbursement for the full shift hours, but only the overtime piece of it – this has not changed at all.  Total Cost of Compensation (TCC) costs are reimbursed at hourly rates.  The employee remains the employee of the agency during the mobilization.  The mobilization plan is for the agency to get reimbursed.  Assigned hours are only reimbursable.  Once the person is released and off the clock, they will then not be reimbursed for those hours.  If there were to be a situation where the camp is closed and they are not free to do what they want and are on standby, then all hours would then be compensable and reimbursable.  The average mobilization time is around 72 to 80 hours.  Typically structural engine companies are not sent.  They are trying to take a proactive approach to this.  The mobilization plan is put in place to reduce and control the costs of mobilization.  Trying to keep it where agencies are able to recover the costs they incur.  There is nothing changed on reimbursement for equipment, they are still using the State Chiefs hourly rates.  Also, travel time, staging, and on assignment are all covered.  There could be a situation where a resource gets called out and then they are not assigned until 24 hours later.  They would get a five (5) hour minimum reimbursement.  This isn’t likely to happen, but something to be aware of.  Paul Webb asked if everyone on a mobilization is required to have a red card.  Dave Wakefield stated that no, that is not the case.

Dave Wakefield stated that after November he will no longer be the chair for the Fire Defense Board Committee.  It is important that we have someone appointed to take over so that he can start working with them so there is a smooth transition.  The Pierce County Fire Chiefs Association can appoint a representative to this position, otherwise, the legislature will appoint someone to it.  President Webb thanked Dave Wakefield for his presentation.

Wayne Wienholz introduced Building Official Gordon Aleshire.  They work closely together.  They are going to walk through the presentation they gave to the County Council on changing from the Uniform Fire Codes to the International Fire Codes as well as changes to ordinances and standards, etc.  Gordon will walk through a history of the codes and how they are adopted.  We are going from the 1997 Uniform Fire Codes to the 2003 International Fire Codes.  After putting all three regional codes together it is still awkward, as they put the least restrictive from each regional code into one.  How many more options that are available is a struggle to keep up with.  For example, building occupancy separations is an option.  This will need to be added to the building occupancy certificate.  The codes have grown in complexity and are more difficult to apply.  The new codes are effective July 1, 2004.

Changes in the International Code: Change in the seismic zone – this has gone from numeric to alpha.  Changes from Zone III to Zone D.  Requires building to more rigid.  The IRC provides an additional prescriptive way to build homes which gives more choices.  Lastly, IBC provides more choices.  An expanded list of options or alternate ways to design is a challenge for reviewers, but provides much more flexibility.

The IRC requires stairs to have a shorter rise and a longer run.  Two stories have to be redesigned to accommodate this change.

Administrative Chapter: Chapter 17C.10 for the construction codes.  This chapter is being expanded to include naming the division and person responsible for administering the codes, how to handle conflicts between the codes, violations and penalties, and also establishes a common board of appeals and reduces the number of members from 12 to 5.

A change in permit fees was presented.

The International Building Code is placing an additional restriction on storage buildings exempt from permit.  Exempting most playground equipment from permit unless it is an amusement park.  Building address requirements, coordinates building height with zoning codes, setting minimum snow load, defines swimming pools and location on lot.  They are keeping four additional items that are exempt from permits: residential re-roofing (no structural work including sheathing), re-siding, greenhouses (plastic covered with 20 mil thick membrane), and minor-non structural remodels up to 500 square feet.  Also, one 200 square foot accessory building is allowed without a permit.  Keeping the requirement to sprinkler any building with more than four dwelling units, including townhouses.  Building address requirements, defining swimming pools and their location.  There are some editorial changes to manufactured homes.

IFC proposed fire prevention plan review fees primarily for emergency vehicle access and fire flow.  Fire review fees by occupancy for Group R, Division 3 and Group U occupancies.  2% of building permit fee in Table 1-b.  For all other occupancies other than those listed in Table 1-b would be 10%.

Local Amendments: A few changes to administer the code for clarifying and increasing the enforcement effectiveness.  Increase of penalty amounts to bring them in line with standard ranges.  Adding back the requirement for portable fire extinguishers in occupancies where the new code deleted them (A, B and E).  Upgrading the credit amounts for sprinkler systems in the fire protection credits section.  Also allow 65% credit if designed system to work off of 2 heads.  Updating the emergency vehicle access section to bring it up to date with development engineering regulations.  A few new permits have been added for such things as amusement parks.  Also will be increasing selected fees.

President Webb thanked Wayne and Gordon for their presentation.

President Webb called a five-minute break at 10:05.

President Webb called the meeting back to order at 10:10 a.m.

8. American Red Cross
Al Filmore reported in May they had seven (7) incidents and they helped thirteen (13) families with a total of 43 people helped.  He encouraged everyone to feel free to call when they respond to calls and have families with immediate needs.  Al introduced Gary, he is the communications chair and is working with radios.  He is working on setting up a ham radio network.

9. Department of Emergency Management
Steve Bailey reported the Awareness Training is up and running.  There has been a slow response for sign-ups.  This training is a requirement of the Homeland Security Grant funding and we will lose funding if we don’t get this training.  Reggie asked if it was possible to have the training scheduled other than during the summer months.  Steve stated the problem is the timing of when the grant funds time frame runs.  Also, they will pay for backfill for on-duty personnel to attend the training.  It is a win-win situation.  Norma Pancake stated they are also looking at holding some Saturday classes for volunteers.  Any questions please contact Judy Murphy.  Rich stated it appears there is a communication problem because he was told his people did not have to take this training.  Steve stated this awareness training is different from Haz Mat awareness training.  This awareness training is CBRE (Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Explosive).

Steve Bailey reported the structure collapse use for Rescue Systems and USAR training – it is time for the site to go away.  He met yesterday regarding a regional training site.  We have an opportunity with the Sheriffs for a regional training site on 70 acres near the Roy Y.  This is worth pursuing.

Steve reported there was a windstorm a couple of weeks ago that affected Nextel coverage.  Nextel lost service from Tacoma south down towards Portland.  They got a hold of Nextel and explained the importance and reliance of the law enforcement and fire service on Nextel service and they are building a redundant communications system.

Paul Webb stated Eric Watson and John Jaffe met yesterday with Steve Bailey and others on the conceptual training site.  This has great potential.  This will be discussed further at the Executive Board meeting regarding who to have representing us on this.

10. EMS
Dave Potter stated at the last EMS Council meeting it was fully resurrected and well attended.  June 15th is the next meeting with Dr. Waffle on divert issues.  Base station Madigan intends to drop out as a base station until the EMS committee comes up with an alternative.  June 11th is the next base station and operations committee meeting.

11. Fire Marshal
Wayne Wienholz stated the last three months reports are available to be picked up at the front.  The I-Codes have been adopted and go into effect July 1st as presented earlier.  The small lots ordinance passed Tuesday.  Another one on the 15th is the parking ordinance.  It would be good to have a Chief’s presence for this one.  Congratulations to everyone that has worked on this.

12. State Chiefs/Western Chiefs
Dan Packer stated June 15 – 18 is the Conference in Spokane.  It’s not too late to register.  Tuesday is the Western Chief’s sponsored workshops.  Friday is the Chief’s forum again.  8:00 to 9:45 is the Survey and Ratings Bureau survey and 10 to noon is the forum exchange.  It is important to make connections with State Chiefs and County Chiefs.  President Broman is in his last term.  Steve Smith, Woodinville, is the current Vice-President.  Funding task force is starting to get some legs – it has been a two-group effort with the Commissioners and Chiefs.  Project underway is a survey project.  The Fire Authority passed in session – regionalization contacts, if interested in more details, contact Dan Packer.  Duane Malo, Executive Director for the State Chiefs has retired.  They are in the process of replacing him.  There is a short list of candidates.  Another substantial change is the office management is being done by GTI to gather some efficiencies and to free up the Executive Director position some.

Jeff Jenson stated that Dan Packer is running for Vice President for the State Chiefs.  It was moved and seconded for the Pierce County Fire Chiefs Association to endorse Dan Packer and send a letter.  MOTION CARRIED.

Dan Packer stated that in the recent elections – five out of ten experienced success on the May 18 ballot in Pierce County.  Everyone is probably aware of the ballot title changes by the assistant prosecuting attorney.  He believes this made a major impact.  Pat McArthy is where the buck stops, the assistant prosecuting attorney is counsel to her.  As far as the primary change, they are unsure if having four ballots or one.  The problem if they only have ballot is that voters have to stay within a party affiliation otherwise their ballot gets tossed.  Jack Andren stated Central Pierce is going on the ballot in September and hopes to apply pressure that local issues are on a separate ballot.  Paul Webb suggested requesting a meeting with McArthy to discuss this issue.  Discussion followed.  Time is of the essence on this issue as absentee ballots go out in approximately two and a half months and that is the majority of the votes.

13. PS Clean Air Agency
Dic Gribbon stated when air quality is the reason for a burn ban then that means all outdoor burning is banned.

14. Pierce County Fire Commissioners
No representative present.

15. EMS
Nothing at this time.

16. Training
Nothing at this time.

17. Education Committee – Speaker/Training Opportunity

Paul Webb stated the August meeting will be the Combined Police and Fire Chiefs meeting at Edgewood.

18. Program/Speaker Committee

If anyone has any ideas for a speaker program, please contact Alan Predmore.

19. Legislative Caucus Committee
Nothing at this time.

20. Nominating Committee - Dormant
21. Banquet Committee – Awards Committee
Nothing at this time.

22. Audit Committee - Dormant

23. Fire Benefit Charge Committee

Nothing at this time.

24. Emergency Management Committee

Nothing at this time.

25. Fire Marshal Task Force

Nothing at this time.

26. Unfinished Business
Nothing at this time.

27. New Business
Nothing at this time.

28. Good of the Order
Paul Webb thanked all those who bought roses from him this year.  It is a fundraiser through the Clover Park Rotary.  They netted $26,000.00 this year.  They will be buying a car for the car raffle.  Also, Multicare has built a neuroscience center and the Clover Park Rotary has committed $60,000.00 to this.

Wayne reported the Washington State Fire Marshals Forum is June 10th – please remind your fire prevention people.

29. Adjournment
There being no further business, it was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.  The meeting adjourned at 11:09 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Denise Menge

Recording Secretary

The next meeting will be the Joint Police and Fire Chiefs meeting - August 5, 2004 at PCFD #8 – Edgewood beginning at 9:00 a.m.
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